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Calendar

Tuesday, July 19th - MG meeting
Butterfly Gardening—7:00 pm
Tyler Arboretum

No MG Board Meeting in August

Renny’ s Hortulus at the June 4th Outing.

Second Saturday—August 13th Tuesday, August 16th—M G meeting
7:00 pm—Smediey

10 AM.. Planting bulbs in your garden. "

11 AM....Pressed flowers given by Jesse Crews.  Saturday, September 24
Because of the cancellation of the July “Second Fall Fest at Smedley -
Saturday”, Jesse will be presenting during Au- ) .

gust’s second half . 9:00 amto 3:00 pm
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We spent the week-end of
June 251" interviewing 33
candidates for the next
Master Gardener class.
The most difficult part of
the process is choosing
from these excellent appli-
cants. Wewill send letters
to all of them by the sec-
ond week of July. Men-
torswill be assigned by Lisa Augustine, Master Mentor
Committee chair. If you are interested in mentoring, but
didn’t sign up for this committee in January, please con-
tact Lisaand let her know. Thisisour seventh year of the
mentoring program, and we have significantly improved
our retention rate for new Master Gardeners. Thanksto
Marty Roelandt for the many hours she spent interview-
ing and organizing volunteers for interview scheduling,
test proctoring and greeters during the interview week-
end.

The Fall Fest committee has met several times,
and we have made great progress. Y ou will receive the
brochurein early August. We still need volunteers for
many of the activities scheduled for the day, so let us
know if you are available and would like to help. Alyce
Zellersischairing the committee.

We have anew PC computer to replace theiMac
on the Hortline desk. Penn State has set 2005 as a dead-
line for computer support for Macs, so the county has
gradually replaced all of the office computers. Most of
you who use the computer for Hortline will berelieved to
have amore familiar system. However, if you are not
familiar with the PC, | will be happy to introduce you to
the new system. Our email will be changed from Eudora
to Outlook.

Several volunteers have had problems logging
on to the website because their password was not recog-
nized. Thereisanew function that will send MGstheir
passwords viae-mail. You will need to provide your e-
mail address and phone number. Thelink islabeled
“Send Page” on thelogin page. If you try thisand still
can't login, please let me know.

I will be on vacation the week of July 18", but

From the Coordinator: Linda Barry

should be in the office on the 25", If you need me to arrange for
you to use the Environmental Center during the week, please let
me know as soon as possible.

Taketimeto sit back and enjoy the color of summer.

2005 Master Gardener Training Schedule

August 23 — Orientation

August 30 — Sails

September 6 — Botany

September 13 — Plant ID
September 20 — V egetables
September 27 — Planting and Pruning
October 4 — Plant Pathology
*Qctober 11— IPM

*QOctober 18 — Herbaceous
*October 25— Propagation
*November 1 — Diagnosis
November 8 — Entomol ogy
*November 15 — Turf

November 22 — Test Prep
November 29 — Communications
December 6 — Test

* - Classisheld in Chester County. All classesare 2-5 pm.

Master Gardeners may attend any class.

NEWSLETTER STAFF:

Editor: Barbara Smith

Web Designer: Kathy Moyer

Committee: Cynthia Sabatini, Linda Barry, Joe Daniels,
Carolyn DiPaulo, Barbara Meahl, Carl Pfeiffer, Arlene
Pugh, Tina Coleman, Jane Baserga, Christine Gradel,
Kathy Hornberger & Marion Nelson

Web site address: http://del aware.extension.psu.edu/M G/

Cooperative extension - Email: DelawareExt@psu.edu

MG OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

President: Alyce Zellers
Vice President: Kathy Hornberger
Treasurer: Ken Paulsell
Secretary: Tara Clarke
Hours Keeper: Chantal Wildman
Coordinator: Linda Barry—610-690-7669

Irb16@psu.edu
Committee Chairs:
Newsletter : Barbara Smith
Mentoring : Marty Roelandt
Field Trips: Gerry Eunson
Socia Events: Jennifer Dean
Arbor Day : Mary Sambor

Elsie Mueller
Garden Select : Robin Queenan

Gail Brewer
Flower Show: GaylaMcCluskey
Hort Therapy: Delilah Fordes
Hortline: Liana Bauerle
Home Gardener’s School:

Diana Breen

Ken Paulsell

Speakers Bureau:  Joe Daniels
MG Recruitment: Marty Roelandt



Having just returned from
Maine, | am always amazed at
how much open space there is
there as well the abundance of
trees. Maine is the twelfth
smallest state but is has more
uninhabited forest—ten million
acres—which is more than any
other state except Alaska. See-
ing that much greenery always
makes life more pleasant. Most
people respond to the presence
of trees beyond simply observ-
ing their beauty, feelings of se-
renity, peacefulness, and calm
can be felt especially if you are
in a majestic grove of trees.
Stature, strength, and endur-
ance of trees give them a great
presence that shrubs or peren-
nials can only hope to achieve.

For all its size, a tree is
a remarkably delicate thing.

All of its internal life exists
within three thin layers of tis-
sue—the cambium, xylem and
phloem—which is just below
the bark. This thin layer,
which really amounts to some
living cells thinly spaced be-
tween roots and leaves and
surrounds the dead heartwood
in the middle. Think of the
living part of the tree as a thin
layer of icing on a really large
cake. These three layers of
cells lift great volumes of water
from the roots to its leaves,
where it is returned to the at-
mosphere. It also manufac-
tures lignin, cellulose, tannin,
sap, gum, oils, resins, extracts
minerals and nutrients, and
converts starches to sugars
(maple syrup).

FROM MG  PRESIDENT ... Alyce R. Zellers

These are only the basics
of what trees do but hopefully we
can all appreciate them much
more. There is a statistic that the
world needs at least 321 million
acres planted of trees just to re-
store and maintain the productiv-
ity of soil and water resources,
meet fuel-wood needs in third
world countries, and annually re-
move 780 tons of carbon from the
atmosphere. (that's only a 25%
reduction). So...... have any more
room to plant a tree? How about
a great under story one such as a
redbud or dogwood? Give a bird a
great place to rest and possibly
nest or a place for the squirrels to
run when you chase them. This is
your nudge to make more room
for another tree in your yard or
possibly in a friend’s garden so
they can enjoy the benefits as
well.

NEED HOURS ? ??

...... Annual 4H Fair at the Williamson Farm in
Marple....Friday, August 12 , 3-8 PM....or
Saturday, August 13....9AM-3PM.....We will have
a booth set up to pass out literature and answer
guestions.....if interested contact Joe Daniels

Second Saturday Meetings......We need to set
up the program for the 2006 Second Saturday
schedule.....Meetings will be.....Wednesday....July
27,2005....10 AM and 7PM...if you are on the
Second Saturday committee or Speakers Bureau
committee, please try to attend one of these meet-
ings with some ideas for the upcoming year. If you
are not able to attend, either call Joe

with ideas or send your suggestions to him

Thank you in advance for all your ideas and help.

FALL FEST 2005—Saturday, September 24th
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We want to make our first Fall Fest aresounding
success. In order to achieve this, we will be mail-
ing invitations to the community in early August.
The exact date and time yet to be determined, bit
will most likely be in the early evening. If you can
volunteer a couple hours to assist with the mailing
(and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow Master
Gardeners), please contact Cynthia Sabatini

The two MGs at

Darlene Delany
and
Mary Sambor.

Bowman's Hill are



EASIER GARDENING

Scan the gardening section at the local bookstore and
you'll find numerous titles that include the terms low-
maintenance, carefree and easy.

Gardeners, of course, eat these up, looking for
that secret formula to having a beautiful garden with no
work. But do the covers ever show anyone holding a
shovel?

The fact is, gardens need tending. Gardens
need a gardener.

Not that you shouldn't read these books, but
consider the source. They are written by people like me
who are obsessed with gardening. They are written by
people like me who plant 6,000 square feet of vegeta-
bles and flowers and pay $60 for a fancy hoe.

That said, there certainly are ways to make
gardening easier, and I'll mention a few below. But lest
you think | offer these with some altruistic motive of
giving you more time for family and friends, rest as-
sured you are mistaken. Rather, my hope is that the
time you do spend gardening will be more enjoyable
and productive, inspiring you to break new ground,
build new beds, plant more flowers.

Let's face it, we've got an awful lot of ground to
cover and the bulldozers have a head start.

Get some wheels. There are a wide variety of wheeled
contraptions available, from wheelbarrows to carts to
wagons. My beds are spread out over an acre, so a
wagon was the choice for me. It's amazing how much
easier it is to move bags of fertilizer, flats of flowers and
baskets of squash when they are riding on a wheeled
platform.

Garden close to home. The long-term dream for your
landscape may include a secret hideaway in the back
corner of your lot. The only problem is, the less fre-
qguently you visit, the less you'll maintain it. Put a flower
bed somewhere between your front door and your
driveway and you'll pass by it twice a day. That flower
bed will be carefully tended, weed-free and immacu-
lately deadheaded. The further the bed is from air-
conditioning and lemonade, the more weeds it will
have.

Invest in infrastructure. Gardening is all about the
plants. But keep in mind that when you're first getting
started, plants can be had on the cheap. You can start
things from seed, take cuttings from a neighbor or di-
vide perennials. Infrastructure, on the other hand, is
pricey but gives you a lot of bang for the buck. | don't
know what that might be in your area, but around here
it's truckloads of compost, raised beds, terraced slopes
and good-quality tillage tools. Spend money on infra-
structure and your gardening will be a pleasure. Ignore
it and you will soon trade in your trowel for a tennis
racket.

By Paul McKenzie

Where's the water? Nothing is more time-consuming
and frustrating than dragging hose. It gets caught,
kinked and is never where you need it. An irrigation
system makes the job much easier, but may be prohibi-
tively expensive and requires monitoring and mainte-
nance. At the very least, consider installing a satellite
spigot in a central location in your landscape.

Get a good mower. This may seem counterintuitive,
since many gardeners want less lawn, not more. None-
theless, a significant portion of your yard-maintenance
time will be spent walking behind a mower. A mower
that's reliable, powerful, well-maintained and easy-to-
start will make time away from tending flowers less
painful.

Train, don't prune. It's easier to train a child to do the
right thing than to punish a child who's done wrong.
Training plants is the art of directing the growth where
you want it, rather than removing it from where you
don't. Here in Piedmont North Carolina, corrective
pruning--the kind that leaves you with monstrous piles
of clippings--is done in late winter. But training and light
shaping can be done in early to midsummer. It's easy
enough to tell if a branch is going to grow in the wrong
direction. Take it out when it's small, before it has a
chance to do so.

Keep tools sharp. Two people chop wood. One takes
frequent breaks. The other works non-stop. At the end
of the day the one who rested has a larger pile of
wood. "How'd you manage that?" asks the other.
"During breaks," she replies, "I was sharpening my
axe."

Do lots of planning and research. A plant in the
wrong spot is a waste of your time and efforts. It will
either die young, fail to reach its potential or require
constant maintenance. A poorly planned garden will be
a source of frustration. The best gardeners have exten-
sive libraries and journals full of sketches and notes.
Don't know where to start? Look no further, as you
have stumbled upon one of the most fabulous garden-
ing websites around.

Do a little each day. Even if it's only five minutes,
make some time in your life each day for a bit of gar-
dening. Instead of watching the news with your morn-
ing coffee, carry your mug out to the garden. Yes, you'l
miss the crime blotter and the death toll, but you'll get
news of first blossoms and nestlings taking flight. You'll
catch the weed seedlings before they set seed and
pinch off the aphid-infested leaves before they spread.
Besides, a day without gardening is like skipping din-
ner. You'll go to bed hungry.

--Paul McKenzie is a horticulture extension agent in Durham,
North Carolina and manages the Durham County Master
Gardener Volunteer Program.



