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May 12th — 2" Saturday at Smedley —
Gardening with Children 10-12 Noon

May 15 — Hortline Advanced Training,
Bucks County, 9:30 am. Weeds and Turf

May 19 — Plant and Seed Pick-Up,
Intergenerational Garden, 10am-1pm

May 24 — Sr. Expo,
Neumann College, 10am-1pm

June 2—MGs Field Trip— Tour of Brookside Gardens
in Wheaton, Md., McCrillis Shade Garden in Bethesda and
Behnke’s Nursery in nearby Beltsville.

7:15 am leaving from Granite Run Mall

June 2 — Composting Workshop at Merry Place, 10am-12noon

June 5—— MG Board Meeting,
7:00 pm

Smedley Park

June 7-9 - Millersville University
Native Plant Conference.

Smedley Park

20 Paper Mill Road
Springfield, PA 19064-2705
Tel: 610.690-2655

Fax: 610.690-2676
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June 9 — 2" Saturday at Smedley,
Formal Herb Gardening

10-12 Noon

June 15 & 16 — Celebrate Gourds —
Smucker’s Gourd Farm, Lancaster County.

For carpool information contact Gerri Eunson
or Joe Daniels.

June 19 — Master Gardener’s Picnic and Plant Swap,
Your guest is welcome. Contact Hope Jones-Gary
6:30 pm

Park, PA 16802-2891; tel (814) 865-4700/vm (814) 863-1550/TTY.

THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE MEDIA. The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons
shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admissions, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance
or qualifications as determined by University policy, or by state or federal authorities. The Pennsylvania State University does not discriminate against
any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, native origin, race, religious creed, sexual orientation or veteran status. Direct all in-
quiries regarding this non discrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 201 Willard Building, University
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Thanks to the Arbor Day
committee for another well-organized event. The
children and their parents were very appreciative.
Every child proudly carried home a potted tree seed-
ling with instructions for planting in their garden.

The Intergenerational Plant and Seed Pick-up in
Chester was another great day. The weather was per-
fect and the turn-out better than ever. Volunteers
worked to prepare the raised beds, and make it a wel-
coming place to garden. The next pick-up is May 19
for warm weather vegetables and flowers.

Thirty-eight county residents attended the April
Composting Workshop and carried away compost
bins. Thanks to Joe Daniels and Deb Hatton for the
presentation and to Hope Jones-Gary and Darlene
Delany for carting the bins to Smedley Park from the
4-H farm.

Recruiting press releases have been sent to the local
papers for the MG class of 2007. Applications are
available in the office, or can be emailed to an inter-
ested county gardener. June 1 is the deadline for ap-
plications to be submitted.

Garden Contest information has been sent to county
residents. If you know of gardeners in your commu-
nity who may like to enter, please let us know. June
Wojtowicz is chairing this committee. Judging will
take place the first week of August.

We have formed two new committees. Tracey Car-
son is chairing the Public Relations Committee. If
you are interested in working with this group, please
contact Tracey. The second committee is a Grant-
Writing Committee. We have had two workshops
with a Cooperative Extension educator, and the com-
mittee is now ready to seek grants which are appro-
priate for Master Gardener programs. Thanks to Gail
Sklar for chairing this committee.

Gardening season is now in full swing. If you have
volunteered to assist in one or more Teaching Gar-
dens, please contact the chairperson to find out when
planting, weeding, watering deadheading might need
to be addressed. Additional volunteers are always
welcome in the summer.

We have been invited to participate in a Gardening
Blog that has been set up by the Philadelphia In-
quirer. If you have expertise in certain garden areas
and would be willing to blog with home gardeners,
please let me know. We will be working with Ches-
ter and Montgomery county hort educators, as well as
Warren Goll, the Greenhouse Educator stationed in
Delaware County.

Thanks for all of your spring volunteer work.
You’ve been very busy! And continued thanks to the
excellent Hortline team who work Tuesdays and
Thursdays, smoothly and patiently connecting to
thousands of puzzled, frustrated, overwhelmed, and
eventually happy home gardeners. A special thank
you to Hope Jones-Gary and the Social Committee
who prepared and organized breakfast and lunch re-
freshments for the Southeast Region Advanced
Hortline Training at Scott Arboretum. The program
was a great success.

We will have a special educational presentation on
Invasive Plants by our president, Kathy Hornberger
at the May 15" Master Gardener Meeting. | hope to
see you there! Our June meeting will be a picnic and
plant swap, so gather up those extra treasures for
sharing with other Master Gardeners.

DEADLINE

The deadline for articles to be published in the
June MG Newsletter is Wednesday, June 6th.

Your loving editor

NEWSLETTER STAFF:

Editor: Barbara Smith

Web Designer: Kathy Moyer

Committee: Linda Barry, Tracey Carson, Joe Daniels,

Carolyn DiPaulo, Marianne Martin, Elsie Mueller, Marion
Nelson, Cynthia Sabatini, Mary Sambor, Carl Pfeiffer & Arlene
Pugh

Web site address: http://delaware.extension.psu.edu/MG/

Cooperative extension - Email: DelawareExt@psu.edu




L SPRING TO DO'S

BY JOE DANIELS

1. Late spring is ideal for planting and dividing
perennials. By now you should have a good idea of
what survived the winter and needs dividing, or
transplanting if you're planning on redesigning the
garden.

2. Check your soil by purchasing a soil test Kit. It
will tell you if you need to adjust the pH or add nu-
trients.

3. Prune flowering shrubs when they have finished
blooming. Fruit trees should be pruned when they
are still dormant (before flowering), or otherwise
wait until fall.

4. Turn the compost pile. Now that it’s warm again,
those organisms will be swinging into action turn-
ing those leaves, grass clippings, and kitchen waste
into rich organic soil.

5. Weed control. It's a fact of life that the weeds in
the garden grow faster than the flowers and vegeta-
bles you plant. Not really, but it sure seems like it
so that's why it's important to stay on top of the
weeding It's a lot easier to pull a few weeds every
day or squirt them with a natural weed killer as you
stroll by the garden beds than to pull a lot of weeds
once a month.

One of my Favorite Plants

Ostrich ferns (Matteuccia struthiopteri) are native to

North America (hardy to USDA zone 3) ranging
across Canada and south to Indiana, Ohio, and Vir-
ginia. As members of the floodplain forest commu-
nity, they are typically found growing under box-
elders and silver maples, forming large thick-

ets. Growing to a height of 2 to 5 feet, the graceful
arching fronds grow in a symmetrical vase-shaped
clump with a denser, more rigid fertile frond in the

center. Although classified as a deciduous plant, the

fronds often persist into winter. Ostrich ferns prefer
rich well-drained soils similar to the floodplains
that they thrive in along rivers and streams. They

are partial to full shade, making them as ideal under

story plant in a woodland garden or any place
where the soil remains moist. As with most ferns,
they reproduce in using two methods, spores and

more typically rhizomes. Under optimal growing
conditions they may take over the garden, which
is why they are often used in foundations plant-
ings and for massing. Ostrich ferns will also
dwarf more delicate plants, so it's advisable to
keep some distance between them. Early spring or
fall is the best time to transplant ostrich ferns, and
despite the fact that they are the most common
garden fern, they may need to be special ordered
from a native plant nursery. The common name
ostrich fern is derived from the fronds' similarity
in appearance to ostrich feathers. The fiddleheads
are considered a delicacy, which are eaten in early
spring, and are the state vegetable of Vermont. If
you are thinking about adding some to your gar-
den, check out our shade garden at Smedley
where you will see them growing and looking
quite vigorous.

Slow Gardening

Slow Gardening— now there's a gardening prac-
tice that's right up my alley and maybe yours too.
Akin to the Slow Food Movement, I'd never
heard of slow gardening before until I saw this
article the other day. Slow Gardening is a term
coined by a man named Felder Rushing, a retired
horticultural extension agent form Jackson, MS,
and refers to developing your own personal phi-
losophy about gardening. In other words, what's
right for you and only you, not your neighbor
down the street or keeping up with the latest gar-
dening gadgets and techniques. If you’re a lazy
gardener plant a garden that requires little effort
to take care of. If you’re favorite vegetables are
tomatoes and cucumbers, then just plant these two
vegetables. If you like fresh flowers in the house,
pick a few varieties that hold up well and plant
them. Slow gardening is also about enjoying your
garden. If your flowers attract butterflies and
hummingbirds, then why not make sure you have
a nice garden seat where you can watch the ac-
tion. You get the idea. Not only that, Rushing is
all for conserving and protecting resources. In the
article he mentions that gardeners should choose
plants that have little need for fertilizer, insect
sprays or supplemental water once they are estab-
lished. Hmmmm...Sounds a lot like eco friendly
gardening to me and that's a good thing. 3



WORDS TO WEED THROUGH

by Tracey L. Carson

Happy Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is quickly approaching and along
with it, world wide record setting plant sales. Let-
ting my imagination carry me away, as | often do,
| pondered the connection between moms and
fabulous florets. | found myself standing at the
foot of the ultimate query...”1f your mother was a
stmmanne.. flower, what type of flower

; 'L+ would she be”? Is she the cute,
prickly, stand alone type mak-
ing her a Cactus? Can she hear
like a bat making her Coloca-
sia’s Elephant Ear? Is she the
sassy mini-skirt wearing type
making her the Echinacea After
Midnight? Does she insist on
cooking dinner for you even
though she burns everything making her a Vibur-
num Crispa? Has age taken her to a new level of
grace and beauty making her a Water Lily or a
Daphne Chardonnay Pearl? Or would you de-
scribe her as the Potentilla Nana because some
consider it to be a biennial (skips a generation);
she joyfully loves her grandchildren, but you on
the other hand, she can take or leave?

What about your mother-in-law? When she
treats you to dinner does she become an Azalea
Hilda Niblett? But when you’re paying the bill
she becomes a Venus Fly Trap? Figuratively
speaking, | envision my mother as a Zebra plant. |
have no problem picturing her in a black and
white striped jumpsuit with numbers on the back,
because she just never seemed to care that reading
other people’s mail was a felony.

Now leaching myself away from my vivid
imagination, and finishing on a most sincere note,
I wish each and every wonderful mom The Hap-
piest Mother’s Day Ever! Although displays of
love and appreciation for great moms should not
be restricted to one day per year, take this special
day and honor your mother, or her memory, with
a bountiful bouquet of blooms.

“If I had a single flower for each time I thought of
My Mother, | could walk in my garden forever.”
~ Attributed to Claudia Ghandi

GARDENER COOKBOOK QUERIES

A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CON-
TRIBUTED RECIPES TO THE COOKBOOK unfortu-
nately | cannot name everyone but you know who you are!
However, | have to give special thanks to the Class of
2005, which under the leadership of Tracey, came through
for me in a big way! | tried to be very careful and organ-
ized with all the papers, but it was bound to happen, I am
missing the author's name for the following recipes
(handwritten on a 3 X 5 white index card): Sue's Mom's
Biscotti and Skillet Pork Chops Dinner So when you
recognize your recipes, please give me a call or e-mail me
the answer. Merci in advance | know the deadline has
passed but | can still use recipes in the following 3 catego-
ries: BREADS, ROLLS & PASTRIES CAKES, COOK-
IES & DESSERTS BEVERAGES, MICROWAVE & MIS-
CELLANEOUS If you could oblige, | would be forever

thankful Kudos to all of you, | knew we could
do it!
Happy Gardening, Chantal

MG OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

President: Kathy Hornberger
Vice President: Lorraine Altrichter
Secretary: Darlene Delany
Treasurer: Liana Bauerle
Coordinator: Linda Barry

Committee Chairs:

Newsletter : Barbara Smith
Arbor Day : Mary Sambor

Elsie Mueller
Field Trips: Gerry Eunson

Flower Show: Gayla McCluskey
Garden Contest  June Wojtowicz
Hortline: Ron Gatto

Veronica Connor
Home Gardener’s School:

Diana Breen

Ken Paulsell
MG Recruitment: Marty Roelandt
Mentoring : Lisa Augustine
Office Mgmt: Barbara Meahl
Social Events: Hope Jones-Gary

Speakers Bureau: Joe Daniels
Special Events Gerri Eunson
Teaching Gardens: Hillside: Delilah Foldes
Stephen Hinds
Butterfly: Kathy Hornberger
Terrace: Carl Pfeiffer
Marion Nelson
Shade: Maru Hollen
Carolyn DiPaulo
Julia King
Taylor Arboretum: Ed Lyons
Darlene Delany



FOCUS ON FALL FEST

Planning ahead is a good thing! Please continue thinking
about what you’d like to contribute to our Fall Fest Plant
Sale this year. People were quite impressed with the vari-
ety and quality of our plants last year. We are developing
a reputation for a great plant sale...how cool is that?

This year it would be great to have more trees and
shrubs, so now is the time to think about propagating
some babies by layering branches of hydrangeas, azaleas,
rhodos, and other cooperative shrubs in your garden.

You could even layer them directly into a pot---instant
plant sale material! Don’t forget to check for those
shrubby volunteers that may be hiding in your garden.
Save them for our plant sale! And while you’re out there,
are there any perennials you can divide and save for the
sale?

Questions? Contact Marion Yaglinski

NEW PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

The powers that be have concluded that our or-
ganization, as a whole, would greatly benefit from a
committee that focused solely on "Publicity". The gen-
eral purpose would be to strengthen our connection
with the community by letting them know who we are,
and the great things that we do, by creating an almost
task force like team to specialize in the utilization of
public resources. Our concentration would be aimed on
press releases, the internet, magazines, special edition
news articles, and radio. We would implement hav-
ing different people from our organization always in
attendance at County Fairs and Conferences, and so
much more. Yes, this will be a little challenging, but it
also will be a lot of fun and very rewarding.

We are looking for a few dedicated MGs to volun-
teer for this new Committee. We're starting at ground
zero and aiming high. And guess what else???.... We
want you! If you are interested, please contact me right
away and let me know. | will personally get back to
you with the details that we have available to us right
now. Oh, by the way... My name is Tracey Carson.
I'm a member of the 2005 Class.

Volunteers Needed

May 24, Senior Expo sponsored by Senator Pileggi
at Neumann College, 10 am-1 pm. Please contact
Linda if you would like to participate.

FINALLY - AN ARBOR DAY
WITHOUT RAIN

The temperatures climbed to 80 on Sunday, April 22
and the sun shone brightly (almost too brightly) as the
Arbor Day program got a fun start with Joe Daniels' infor-
mational introduction. He spoke to the wide-eyed Jr. Girl
Scouts, Brownies and several boys attending with their
parents.

Scattering out to the lovely grounds, we got the
youngsters to watch attentively as Carl Pfeiffer and
Stephen Hinds demonstrated the proper tree plant-
ing. They planted a large redbud near the site of the pro-
posed memorial bench in front of the garden. This redbud
and a black gum, which was planted near the creak next,
were donated by Steve Koziak.

Back up the hill, the boys and girls clamored excit-
edly on a picnic table planting seeds in transparent
cups. Hopefully in 4 months they can transplant little
honey-locust tree seedlings into the ground. The how-to
information and materials for this project were provided
by the Arbor Day Foundation through a grant given by PA
Tree Vitalize. Gerri Eunson applied and received the
grant after attending 3 week Tree Tenders training.

Thanks to the grant also, Tara Clarke offered a variety
of story books about trees to the children. And Diana
Breen was handy with her leaf identification book to an-
swer questions about leaves the kids collected.

Known for his expert grilling, Carl attended to the
grill and the result was irresistible hot dogs. They were
donated by Carolyn DiPaulo. Mary Sambor organized all
the components for the picnic.

The grand finale - more planting -was excitedly
messy. Delighted to work with the potting soil, the
young people pushed it into the pots holding "cute" spruce
seedlings. They held these pots tightly to talke home and
asked, "When will we have these for our Chirstmas
Trees?" The answer at least 10 years brought frowns to
the sweet faces.

Elsie Mueller

PEONY TOURS IN MAY

A group of like-minded gardeners met on March 24th to
form the Mid-Atlantic Peony Society. Two garden tours
are scheduled for May. The first is Wednesday, May 9th
at 6:00 pm at Scott Arboretum and is a tree peony tour
with Jeff Jabco.

The second tour is on Thursday, May 24th at 6:00pm and
is an herbaceous peony tour at my Gradyville peony on
Route 352. (Map Quest directions) 1723 Middletown
Road, Glen Mills, PA 19342).

So mark your calendars for the peony tours in May and
spread the word about the newest peony society.

Eleanor Tickner



MGS’ FIELD TRIP ON JUNE 2ND GREEN THUMB
i @ Please join the DINNERS

Delaware County
Master Gardeners
as we visit a major May 22nd
public garden, its

associated shade . .
garden and a spe- The Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College in

cialty nursery on a Phila (They were on Spring Break when we
" day trip to Mary- planned last month!)

land, on Saturday, June 2. The itinerary includes a tour
of Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, Md., McCrillis
Shade Garden in Bethesda and Behnke’s Nursery in June 14th Trattoria Guiseppe in Edgmont
nearby Beltsville.

The bus will leave at 7:15 a.m. from the Baltimore
Pike entrance to Granite Run Mall and return at ap-
proximately 7:30 p.m. Always at 6:45

At Brookside Gardens, the group will have a

special guided tour of native plants used in garden set-

tings as an alternative to exotics. Brookside features 35 2007
acres of formal and informal gardens as well as two
conservatories. The landscape includes a Japanese pa- SECOND SATURDAYS
vilion and pond, fragrance garden, rose garden, azalea AT SMEDLEY PARK
garden, butterfly exhibit, gift shop and information cen- ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT
ter. 10:00 AM TO NOON
The nearby McCrillis Shade Garden, donated to
the county by the original owners and now associated
with Brookside Gardens, is approximately five acres in May 12  Gardening with Children
size and offers a selection of choice ornamental trees June 9—Formal Herb Gardening
and shrubs that will extend bloom in the garden, as well July 14—Tour of Smedley Gardens
as bulbs, groundcovers and perennials. August 11—Vegetable and Fruit Sculpting
The third stop of the day will be at Behnke September 8 - Gourds & Birdhouses
Nurseries, one of the major nurseries for the Washing- October 13—Scarecrow Making
ton area. There the group will have the opportunity to November 10 - Fall Flower Arrangement
tour the original 11-acre garden center and indulge in December 8—Wreath Makin
plant purchases. 9
The cost of the trip is $55 per person and in-

cludes transportation on an air-conditioned, lavatory-
equipped motorcoach. Participants should bring a sack
lunch. The trip is held rain or shine.

To register, or for more trip information, call
the Delaware County Cooperative Extension Office at
610-690-2655. Checks should be payable to DCCE
(Delaware County Cooperative Extension) and mailed
to: Linda Barry, Delaware County Cooperative Exten-
sion, Smedley Park, 20 Paper Mill Road, Springfield,
PA 19064. Add your e-mail address for trip confirma-
tion.

7:15 am leaving from
Granite Run Mall



