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Tuesday, November 21st 
7:00 pm—MG Meeting, Smedley 
 Presentation by Speakers’ Bureau  
Committee from the class of 2005,  
Gardening for Winter Interest  
 
 
Sunday, December 3rd 
 
1—4:00 pm—Holiday Party 
Mansion at Ridley Creek State Park 
 
 

 

Calendar 

 
2nd Saturday at Smedley – Dec 9th 
10-12 Noon                     Wreath making 
 
 

The monarch butterfly just emerged from 
his chrysalis is (appropriately) in the Bird 
and Butterfly garden. 

No MG Board or MG Meetings in December 
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We have included an 
invitation to the Holi-
day Party in this 
month’s newsletter.  
Please send your 

RSVP to the office as soon as you can.  The com-
mittee will appreciate your early response.  At 
the Holiday Party we will honor Master Garden-
ers with 10 and 15 years of service, members 
with 500, 1000, and 1500 volunteer hours.  We 
will also choose the winner of the two round-trip 
US Airways tickets to any of the 50 states, Puerto 
Rico, or US Virgin Islands at the party.  We have 
included some tickets in your newsletter in case 
you wish to make a donation to the Memorial 
Bench project and was unable to attend October’s 
meeting. 
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2005 members 
who received their Master Gardener badges at the 
October meeting.  They presented their class pro-
ject, the Hortline Training Manual to the mem-
bership.  It is an excellent and extensive guide to 
the Hortline. If you are on the Hortline Commit-
tee, you should have your own copy.  The manu-
als are in the office.  The committee co-chairs 
were Tracey Carson and Hope Jones-Gary.  
Members included Veronica Connor, Janice Duf-
fin, Beth Gianopulos, Carolyn Langdon, Barbara 
Marinelli, Gail Schneck, Minnie Ullman and 
Kimberly Venezia. 
 I attended the Master Gardener Steering 
Committee meeting at State College on Novem-
ber 2nd.  The committee will be developing a stra-
tegic plan and mission statement for the state.  
Hopefully, this will be completed by the end of 
the year.  Meeting will be by Polycom.  (This 
program allows you to see and hear everyone at 
the meeting, even though you are at several dif-

ferent sites, and works very well for those of us who are 
furthest from the campus.)  Our next phase will involve 
reviewing educational materials that have been developed 
(or need to be created) for Master Gardeners, including 
the manual, the training courses, and Power Point presen-
tations.  There will also be sub-committees working on 
coordinators’ resources, sustainability for the MG pro-
gram, and a statewide policy statement for MGs.  The 
State Master Gardener Conference for 2007 will be a 
two-day event at State College in mid to late June.  I’ll let 
you know more details as they become available. 
  While checking the volunteer hours entered in 
the MG reporting system, I noticed that some of us still 
need volunteer and educational update hours for 2006.  
We do need help in several places:    

The Teaching Gardens need a fall clean-up.  This 
activity can be done at your convenience. 

We have some data to add to the Hortbook pro-
gram so that the yearly report for Hortline will be correct. 

Volunteers are needed for set-up and clean-up at 
the Holiday Party, December 3. 

2nd Saturday at Smedley on December 9 will of-
fer two wreath-making workshops.10-12, and 1-3.  We 
will need help with set-up (9am), clean-up and also as-
sisting clients with the wreaths. 

November’s meeting will include presentations 
from the other two 2005 Class committees.  The Speak-
ers’ Bureau Committee will present their Winter Interest 
program and the Urban Gardening Committee will report 
on their urban beautification program at the Chester 
YWCA.  Come out and support these most recent Master 
Gardener members. This meeting will have an educa-
tional component and will count as update hours. 
We hope to see you at the meeting. 
 
Thanks to all who have entered their hours and educa-
tional updates.  If your entries are incomplete, please 
bring them up to date by entering them online or sending 
the paper report to the office. 
 
 

From the Coordinator: Linda Barry 

NEWSLETTER STAFF : 
Editor:                Barbara Smith 
Web Designer:   Kathy Moyer 
Committee: Cynthia Sabatini, Linda Barry,  
Joe Daniels, Carolyn DiPaulo, Barbara Meahl, Marie 
Coyle, Mary Sambor, Carl Pfeiffer & Arlene Pugh,  
Web site address:  http://delaware.extension.psu.edu/MG/  

Cooperative extension  - Email: DelawareExt@psu.edu 

In case you have not been receiving MG 
news flashes via email from Linda, 
please add Linda Barry's email address 
(lrb16@psu.edu) to your email address 
book to avoid having her emails sent to 
your spam folder.  
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Alyce R. Zellers  
From   MG    President . . .  

 

Be Alert to Diseased Rhododendron 
If you live in southeastern Pennsylvania and 
purchased the rhododendron variety known 
or labeled as 'Joe Paterno' this year, it's im-
portant that you contact the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture's regional office in 
Creamery, Montgomery County, at (610) 
489-1003. A rhodie with the disease called 
"sudden oak decline" (Phytophthora 
ramorum) was reportedly found in Septem-
ber in a Delaware County nursery. Sudden 
oak decline is a potentially serious disease 
for a variety of plants including lilac, moun-
tain laurel, pieris, camellia, and viburnum. 
Until recently, sudden oak decline was con-
fined to the west coast. Pennsylvania offi-
cials hope to limit its escape in the environ-
ment by asking consumers to report pur-
chases of this potentially diseased rhodo-
dendron cultivar.  
 

2007 
Second Saturdays  

at Smedley Park 
All classes begin at  

10:00 Am to Noon 
 
 

January 13—Plants with Winter Interest 
February 10—Wreaths for the Birds 

March 10—Seed Starting 
April 14—Vegetable Gardening 

May 12 Gardening with Children 
June 9—Formal Herb Gardening 

July 14—Tour of Smedley Gardens 
August 11—Vegetable and Fruit Sculpting 

September 8  - Gourds & Birdhouses 
October 13—Scarecrow Making 

November 10  - Fall Flower Arrangement 
December 8—Wreath Making 

 

 

It is Time to Leave  
and Branch Out! 

 
Gosh, two years have gone by 
and my rain as president has 
stolon away before I node what 
happened.  Bud, let me digress 
for a moment and take a bitter-
sweet reflection on going into 
dormancy.   

 
Like plants, there is always a lot of ground to 
cover in any organization and hopefully, we 
have cultivated new and  interesting pro-
jects. When I first realized the natural pro-
gression from vice president to president, I 
was somewhat half hardy about the idea.  
Bud like plants, I had some transplant shock 
and was a bit green at the job but then hard-
ened off and naturalized; thankfully never 
becoming root bound!   
 
Master Gardeners are filled with an amazing 
amount of knowledge, zest, and passion for 
what they do and this fact always made the 
position so enjoyable to me.  Everyone has a 
specialty in some way and are always eager 
to share their knowledge with others as well 
as learn about others specialties.  You might 
say we are all hybrids but never scions!  
 
So, thank you for everyone who saved my 
grass, helped me to turn over a new leaf with 
regards to public speaking (still not great on 
that one), put up with my sometimes impa-
tiens, and helped me to see when there was 
mulch to do about nothing!    
 
I will alpine when I bolt because I have 
grown quite frond of everyone but this is a 
biennial job that needs a new cultivar to 
keep it interesting and Kathy will be a won-
derful new planting to Master Gardeners. 
 
Thank you all berry mulch. 
 
Alyce R. Zellers (now dormant president) 
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November TO DO   Gardening Tips 
By Joe Daniels 

Perennials: 
1.  Continue dividing over-grown perennials. 
2.  Peonies, chrysanthemums and other hardy 
 perennials should be cut back 3 to 6 inches 
 above the ground if not already done. 
3. Continuing watering plants until the ground 

freezes in late November. 
4. Reduce peony botrytis blight and hollyhock 

rust by removing and destroying all old 
stems this fall. Do not compost diseased or 
infested materials. 

  
Trees & Shrubs: 
1. These can still be planted if rainfall is around 

normal levels for the month. Keep plants wa-
tered until the ground is frozen. Mulch plants 
properly, keeping mulch pulled away from 
the trunk or main stems. 

2. Prune out dead, diseased or damaged 
branches only. Other pruning should be 
done in late winter for many trees and 
shrubs (except for spring-flowering one, 
which should be pruned after flowering.) 

 
Roses: 
1. Aerate soil around established roses. 
2. Mulch using leaves and straw. 
 
Miscellaneous chores: 
1. Bird feeders should be set up and stocked with 

treats for the birds. Provide fresh water as 
well. 

2. Drain garden hoses and sprinklers and store 
indoors. 

3. Clean gardening tools. 
4. Check all openings to your home that would 

allow squirrels or mice to enter; attic vents, 
building, joints, loose siding. 

 
Have a wonderful and careful clean-up this fall—
then take a rest—you deserve one.  Enjoy 
Thanksgiving with family and friends and then pre-
pare yourself for the holiday madness.  Good gar-
dening and won’t see you at the meeting—will be 
enjoying the balmy breezes in Belize. 
 

- Joe  

 Seasonal: 
1.  For the holidays– decorate window boxes and 
 other outdoor containers with evergreen branches 
 Inserted into the soil. If the soil is frozen, soften 
 with warm water.  Balsam firs treated this way can 
 hold their needles well into spring. Add bittersweet, 
 red holly berries and strawflowers for color. 
2.  Indoors—you can also have natural ornaments 
 made from pine cones, sweet gum balls, and seed 
 pods of many plants including redbud and milk
 weed. Late fall is a good time to collect these (this 
 is your Martha Stewart tip of the month!). 
3.  Request your garden and seed catalogs. Many are 
 mailed right after Christmas. Be sure to look for 
 catalogs that carry native and heirloom plants. 
  
Houseplants: 
1.  You will not need to fertilize most houseplants 
 again until late March. 
2.  Plants may need to be moved to summer expo-
 sures (west or south) if they are dropping many 
 leaves. 
3.  Jade, snake plant and cacti will probably do well 
 with a thorough watering once a month over      
 winter. 
4.  Plant paperwhite narcissus in stones in a bulb pan 
 in early November to have blooms for Christmas
 time.. 
  
Bulbs: 
1.  Complete fall bulb planting before the ground 
 freezes. 
  
Compost: 
1.  Start, or maintain, a compost pile. It should be kept 
 moist through late fall additions. Fertilizer can be 
 added to speed up the process if few or no grass 
 clippings are available.  Mix the pile thoroughly. 
  
Vegetable Gardens: 
1.  Completely harvest cool weather crops. 
2. Test garden soil every 3 to 5 years 
3. Fall tilling helps improve soil structure and allows 

crops to be planted earlier in the spring. It also ex-
poses insect eggs to weather and reduces insect 
populations for next year.  This is a good time to 
ad organic matter to the soil. 
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...Like Finding a Dinosaur Alive        by Elsie Mueller 

In the Wall Street article, the 1994 discovery is 
credited to David Noble,  a park ranger/
bushwalker who sensed the odd-looking ever-
greens he spotted on ledges of a rain-forest 
gorge in the Wollemi National Park were spe-
cial.  He was right.  His sample gave experts 
prove of the existence of the completely new ge-
nus  and descendant of the fossilized image. 
     They named it Wollemi nobilis to honor where 
it was found and the founder.  Precise location of 
the groves where the trees are growing in Austra-
lia's Blue Mountains is a closely kept secret. 

MG OFFICERS & COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Alyce Zellers
Vice President:   Kathy Hornberger  
Secretary: Darlene Delany 
Treasurer: Liana Bauerle 
Hours Keeper: Chantal Wildman 
Coordinator: Linda Barry          

Committee Chairs: 
 
Newsletter : Barbara Smith 
  
Arbor Day :  Mary Sambor 
    Elsie Mueller
Field Trips:  Gerry Eunson
Flower Show: Gayla McCluskey 
Garden Contest June Wojtowicz 
Hortline: Liana Bauerle
Home Gardener’s School: 
 Diana Breen 
 Ken Paulsell
MG Recruitment: Marty Roelandt
Mentoring :  Lisa Augustine
Octoberfest: Anne Smith 
 Ann Hofmann
Office Mgmt: Barbara Meahl
Social Events:         Hope Jones-Gary
Speakers Bureau: Joe Daniels
Teaching Gardens:  Hillside: Delilah Fordes
                 Stephen Hinds 
 Butterfly: Kathy Hornberger 
 Terrace:   Carl Pfeiffer 
          Marion Nelson  
 Shade: Maru Hollen
          Carolyn DiPaulo 
           Julia King 
Taylor Arboretum: Ed Lyons
 Darlene Delany
 

                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  Genealogy that can be traced 
back 200 million years is ex-
tremely rare -but possible.  This 
distinction belongs to a tree,  the 
Wollemi Pine (Wollemi nobilis). 
   I got to see a seedling of this 
tree family, one of the world's 
oldest and rarest, while traveling 
in Northeastern Canada.  The 3 
1/2 ft. specimen is growing in a 
large container comfortably shel-
tered in a wire fence box (to dis-
courage deer) at the Kingsbrae 
Horticulture Garden in St. An-
drews, New Brunswick, Canada. 

   In a fitting grand finale of our garden tour, the guide 
led us to the tree and explained it was known from fossil 
records but presumed extinct.  Until 1994, that is, when a 
hiker discovered a remote grove of the ancient trees in the 
Wollemi National Park near Sydney, Australia. 
    My fascination really peaked when I returned home 
and picked up the Sept. 20 Wall Street Journal with an 
article about "a nearly extinct tree." The National Geo-
graphic Society had announced it would be selling Wollemi 
seedlings through its holiday gift catalog.  The 10-12 inch 
plants will be offered for $99.95 each to be grown in the 
home or yard. 
  Presently the trees can live in temperatures down to 
23 degrees.  In an effort to expand their outdoor growing 
range, tests are being conducted to determine if they can 
survive in as low as 10 degrees. 
   The account of how Kingsbrae Garden got the first 
specimen in Canada involves Jay Remer, Garden board 
member and former Sotheby's auctioneer and ap-
praiser.   Alerted to the news of Sotheby's first time 
"Jurassic Park tree sale" in late summer, 2005, he immedi-
ately placed a bid and got the tree. 
   The uncommon sale required complicated arrange-
ments related to potting mediums, form of transportation 
and paper work.  No tree had ever been imported from 
Australia to Canada,  a journey of 10,250 miles.  
    Thanks to a successful importation,  Kingsbrae's Wol-
lemi, named Pericles because it was propagated from a 
parent in the original grove called Hercules, lives among 
2,000 varieties of trees, shrubs and plants on the 27 acres 
public garden in the charming seaport of St. Andrews. 
    The cherished tree can grow into a majestic conifer 
120 ft. high with a trunk diameter over 3 ft. with pendu-
lous foliage.  The bark, described as looking like bubbling 
chocolate, is difficult for me to visualize. 
   Less than a mere 100 trees remain in the world but it 
is believed they were once widespread across Gondwana, 
an ancient super-continent that existed before Australia 
broke off from Antarctica and moved north.  The oldest 
known fossils containing samples of the Wollemi date back 
90 million years.  Scientists think it may have existed 
since the Jurassic period 200 million years ago and pro-
vided a tasty treat for the Cretaceous Queensland dino-
saurs. 
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ODDS ‘N ENDS 

 2007 Election of Officers 
  
        Lorraine Altrichter has agreed to be the nomi-
nee for the office of Vice President. 
        Her acceptance completes the list of nomi-
nees. They are as follows: 
  
         President                  Kathy Hornberger 
         Vice President          Lorraine Altrichter 
         Secretary                  Darlene Delany 
         Treasurer                  Linda Bauerle 
                
        The election will be held at the regular Janu-
ary meeting. 
 
 
Gardening Position Available: 
Established Landscape Design & Hardscaping firm in 
Delaware County seeks Professional, Reliable & 
Knowledable Self-Motivated Salesperson with design 
skills.  Experience preferred but will train.  Very com-
petitive compensation package available.  Please call 
Tammy at (610) 543-7599 for more information or fax 
resume to (610) 604-9692. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunity: 
 
Additional volunteers are needed for the Hort Therapy 
program at Broomall Rehab and Nursing Center.   The 
residents are very enthusiastic and love having the oppor-
tunity to continue their gardening.  The program is pre-
sented twice a month.  If you are interested, please contact 
Mary Evans or Gail Schneck. 
 

 

       2006 SECOND SATURDAYS  
  at  SMEDLEY—10:00 TO NOON 

 
November 11—Ikebana—$7 
 
December 9—Wreath Making—includes  
                           materials —$15 

Enjoying the sun after a Second Saturday in October are 
Clown Scarecrow, Girl Scarecrow, Lois Sellers , Joe 
Daniels, Scarecrow with a bad complexion, Ellen Dunn, 
Blue scarecrow & Chantal Wildman. 

DON’T FORGET—We need fresh greens for our 
wreath workshops in December.   
Do your pruning and drop your cuttings off at the 
Environmental Center at Smedley by 12/9 


